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A non-denominational drive for the restoration of Si. George’s Church, the 139 year old structure in , 
Hempstead is now under way. It is hope that the church will be preserved as a national shrine. Ther 
photo above is made from a painting by Cyril A. Lewis. The painting won first prize at an exhibition 
at the Suffolk Museum in Stony Brook a few years ago. 
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Visitors Welcome 


The General Museum-Library 
of the Suffolk County Historical 
Society, at Riverhead, is open 
daily (except Sundays and Holi- 
days) from one to five P.M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational in- 
stitution where items connected 
with Long Island’s history, cul- 
ture and natural sciences are on 
display. 
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Sequel To Hurricane Story 

Most people who have read the 
Hurricane story ask me the same 
question: “Did you ever again 
find “Bitzie’” the wirehaired Fox 
Terrier?” The answer is, we did, 
and in a quite dramatic and un- 
usual manner. If you will remem- 
ber, the last we saw of him on 
that terrible afternoon, was sit- 
ting on the top of a gabled roof 
broken from a house, and being 
blown away so quickly that we 
couldn’t reach him. 

For weeks after the storm we 
visited that area where he dis- 
appeared, searching everywhere 
and whistling and calling his 
name believing that he might be 
injured and hiding in the bushes 

(Continued on page 126) 
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On (ollecting ‘Wildfowl “Decoys 


Malcolm J. Fleming 


GATHERING A collection of 
fine old decoys is not just a 
matter of accepting your 
neighbor’s old duck stool when 
he decides that the time has 
come for him to make a new 
set. Over a period of time, 
the collector will handle thous- 
ands of decoys in his search 
to find and acquire a repre- 
sentative group constituting 
a “collection.” 

Our search for examples of 
the wildfowler’s art has led 
us to many tidewater villages 
along the Atlantic Coast, 
where, visiting the many old 
boat yards and baymen’s 
shacks, one can turn back 
time and little by little gather 
together a group of decoys 
which will tell the story of 
American wildfowling. 

Decoys have been traced 
back a thousand years, but 
as far as we know, the oldest 
decoy to carry a recorded date 
is a snipe stool, made by Ben 
Hawkins of Bellport. Accord- 
ing to a label tacked on the 
bird it was “made about 1800 
by Ben Hawkins, Bellport, 
N. Y., and shot over by four 
generations of Hawkins.” De- 
coys of this period were apt 
to be crude and primitive in 
design and construction. 


The development of sport- 
ing arms and ammunition 
gave impetus to the making 
of decoys, and by 1850 they 
were in wide use for the tak- 
ing of waterfowl. 

During the latter part of 
the nineteenth century, decoy 
making and wildfowling soar- 
ed to an all time high. The 
country was teeming with 
waterfowl and the market 
hunter was kept busy supply- 
ing the restaurants and mark- 
ets of the coastal cities on a 
year around basis. No restau- 
rant menu was complete with- 
out its game course. The 
Canvasback was the most 
popular of the birds served. 

The popular little Ruddy 
Duck, which at one _ point 
brought a dollar apiece at 





market, became known as the 
“dollar duck.” 


Shortly after the Civil War 
at least three factories were 
producing decoys and almost 
every coastal town had its 
professional decoy maker. In 
addition to this supply there 
were the decoys made by the 
baymen for their own use. 
During this period, wildfowl- 
ing as a sport, as well as for 
market, reached a high degree 
of economic importance. 


All across the continent, the 
killing of game mirrored the 
era of American extrava- 
gance. The taking of the buf- 
falo, the passenger pigeon, 
and all kinds of upland birds 
and waterfowl had increased 
to such a point that public in- 
dignation was aroused and our 
naturalists became seriously 
concerned. It became evident 
that federal controls must be 
set up if the game was to sur- 
vive, and shortly after the 
turn of the century, restric- 
tive measures were applied. 


By 1918, when it became 
evident that the duck popula- 
tion was on the decline, a law 
was enacted setting up bag 
limits and banning the sale 
of game to market. Decoys at 


this time were being turned 
out by the tens of thousands, 
but with the end of market 
hunting, production came to 
a sudden halt. This was the 
end of an era and marks the 
time that the wildfowl decoy 
actually became a collector’s 
item. 


DUCKS AND GEESE 


Of the wildfowl decoys, the 
duck is found in the greatest 
abundance since they were 
used in the greatest quantity. 
Some of the old rigs of profes- 
sional wildfowlers used as 
many as 300 decoys to a set- 
ting. In the author’s collection 
more than twenty species of 
ducks are represented, decoys 
that have come from almost 
all the states along the At- 
lantic seaboard, each bearing 
characteristics of its particu- 
lar area. 


From Nova _ Scotia, the 
broad flat Eider, designed by 
its maker to ride the ocean 
swells when rigged offshore 
in 16 fathoms of water. From 
Maine, a fine old china-billed 
Coot, properly called Scoter, 
with mortised head and intri- 
cate wing carving, one of a 
set made by a man with a lot 
of time on his hands, a light- 
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house keeper perhaps. The 
typical Stratford Shoal decoy 
from Connecticut, a Whistler 
with high-riding breast to 
carry it over floating ice 
patches. And from Long Is- 
land, the decoys made from 
cork picked up along our ocean 
front, decoys that were not 
too handsome to look at, but 
ones that were rugged and ef- 
fective in use, and ideally suit- 
ed to matching the plumage 
of the black duck. 


The finest of the ducks and 
geese came from Barnegat 
Bay, where the decoy makers 
were the masters. The Barne- 
gat product was a beautiful 
decoy of hollowed-out white 
cedar painted with great care. 
Delaware River decoys show- 
ed intricate wing carving, a de- 
tail generally associated with 
that area. Maryland produced 
a Canvasback, the features of 
which are unmistakable. Far- 
ther south the decoys lose 
some identity and reflect a 
certain crudeness_ probably 
because good materials were 
not to be found close at hand. 

Outstanding among the 
Long Island decoys in our 
collection are a pair of fine 
old Sheldrake, complete with 
horsehair, crests, from the rig 
of Charles Strang; a Frank 
Kellum Sheldrake; a _ great 
oversize hollow goose made by 
Capt. Al Ketcham; a well 
modeled Broadbill made by 
Obediah Verity; a Black Duck 
by John Boyle; a canvas-cov- 
ered Goose by James Ket- 
cham; Black Duck triangular 
rig by Wilbur Corwin, and a 
fine old Black Duck branded 
WETS, from the rig of W. E. 
Tangier Smith. These decoys 
are from the period 1875 
through 1920. 


SNIPE 


The term Snipe embraces 
a wide variety of shorebirds 
including Plovers, Dowitchers 
and Curlews. While hunted 
quite generally along the sea- 
board states where tidal flats 
provided feeding grounds for 
the birds; the south shore of 
Long Island was unsurpass- 
ed for its snipe shooting. Old 
records refer to snipe shoot- 
ing as a “gentle” sport, and 


(Continued on page 134) 
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‘Wreck of the “Peter “Rickmers 


Douglas Tuomey 


SOON AFTER the turn of 
the century, May 1, 1908 to 
be exact, the tremendous four- 
masted, square-rigger the 
“Peter Rickmers’” drove onto 
the bar off what was then 
known as High Hill Beach. 
She was the largest sailing 
ship ever to be wrecked along 
the wild stretches of Great 
South Beach. 


The Rickmers sailed out of 
Perth Amboy, N. J. with a 
cargo of no less than 125,000 
cases of cans of crude and 
kerosene oil consigned to 
Rangoon, Burma. She was in 
charge of a Captain Bach- 
mann, was of German registry 
and due to the great spread 
of canvas she carried a crew 
of forty men. 


The details of the events 
leading up to the wreck of 
the vessel are in some doubt, 
but it is known that almost 
immediately after she cleared 
New York Harbor an unusual- 
ly severe southeaster bore 
down and drove the heavily 
laden ship before it. Repeat- 
ed efforts to claw off shore 
met with failure, and before 
many hours had passed the 
pitching ship struck the bar, 
losing top-masts and most of 
the yard-arms on impact. 


Almost immediately, the 
crew of the U.S. Life Saving 
Station at Short Beach under 
Captain Chichester, and the 
crew of the station at Point 
Lookout under Captain Sea- 
man, were on the beach op- 
posite the wreck. Both of these 
men were experienced surf- 
men, and knowing what to 
expect from the position of 
the vessel, they decided that 
she could never be floated 
off the bar or saved, and re- 
commended prompt abandon- 
ment. The master, Bachmann, 
refused, and insisted on re- 
maining aboard hoping that 
the storm would abate. 


However the gale increased 
in ferocity and conditions a- 
board the ship worsened. The 





The Peter Rickmers on shore. 


pounding of the seas began 
to have effect and soon there 
was over twenty feet of water 
in the ships hold. Two salvage 
tugs and a Revenue Cutter 
which had been dispatched to 
the scene stood by seaward. 
The tugs had managed to get 
some fifty professional wreck- 
ers aboard the ship during a 
lull in the gale, but were now 
unable to get them off again 
as the ship started to show 
signs of breaking up. 


Finally in a desperate effort 
at salvage, Captain Bachmann 
decided to lighten the vessel 
by throwing the cargo over 
the side, and all hands turned 
to at the task. It was too late, 
as the ship settled deeper and 
deeper in the bar and it be- 
came evident that she was 
doomed. Captain Bachmann 
abandoned hope of saving 
either cargo or ship. 


It was now May 9 and the 
vessel had been pounded for 
more than a week. Seas were 
now pouring over the stricken 
ship in endless procession. 
After several attempts the life 
saving crews managed to 
shoot a line to the wreck and 
a breeches-buoy was put into 
operation. By the strangest 
freak of good fortune, the en- 
tire crew of forty men and the 


fifty men of the salvage gang 
were rescued without the loss 
of one life or injury to one 
man. 


As may well have been su- 
spected, no bayman or local 
resident of this particular part 
of Long Island had need to 
buy either kerosene or crude 
oil for a long, long time. The 
beach was littered for miles 
with both commodities. As 
the cans were all crated with 
substantial wood, one enter- 
prising citizen of near-by Sea- 
ford, salvaged enough of them 
to completely reshingle his 
house. 


As for the “Peter Rick- 
mers,” soon after she was 
abandoned a fire broke out 
below decks and she burned 
to the water’s edge. 


The author is indebted to 
the Islip Town Historian, 
George L. Weeks, for the de- 
scription of the wreck and the 
loan of the old glassplate neg- 
ative from which the picture 
was reproduced. ) 


Property on Long Island is be- 
coming increasingly sought after 
by almost everybody, it seems. 
If you are interested why not 
consult the real estate brokers 
advertising in the Forum? 
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(Continued from page 122) 


or underbrush as a dog in pain 
is wont to do. But we found no 
trace. My wife, Mabel, however, 
never gave up hope. She was sure 
that he was alive somewhere. 

In the ensuing year we made 
frequent trips to Westhampton 
Beach, always searching, asking 
questions and investigating every 
fox terrier that we saw or even 
heard about in the vicinity. We 
also posted a reward for his re- 
turn at police headquarters, but 
all this brought forth no infor- 
mation whatsoever. Then one day 
we got a phone call from Stanley 
Teller the chief of police of West- 
hampton Beach. He said he 
thought he had found our dog 
and would we please come down 
and identify him. This was the 
first break we had had. 

We jumped for joy and drove 
down the Island as fast as the law 
allowed, and pulled up before 
police headquarters. Stanley was 
waiting for us and said: “I have 
him down in the cellar. He looks 
a bit shaggy but he is in good 
shape. When I open the door you 
call him and if he comes to you 
that will prove he is your dog.” 


He opened the door and Mabel 
just called “Bitzie’ once and up 
the steps and out the door he flew 
jumping right into her arms. It 
was a touching moment and even 
I must admit to a bit of a tear 
filling my eyes. Chief Stanley 
himself was moved and _= said 
huskily, “Well I guess thats your 
dog all right.” Then he told us 
how he had found him. It seems 
that he had been picked up on the 
night of the hurricane wandering 
about the outskirts of the Village 
and had actually been in West- 
hampton all that time because 
the people who found him, and 
incidentally took very good care 
of him, didn’t know to whom he 
belonged and later grew so fond 
him that they were reluctant to 
part with him. Needless to say, 
we found him in perfect condition 
physically but in bad need of a 
clipping. We took him back to 
New York that evening and he 
and “Peter” were reunited much 
to their delight. They both lived 
to a ripe old age for dogs, about 
sixteen years. 

Another rather amusing _inci- 
dent occurred about three months 
after we recovered “Bitzie.” I 
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drove down to Westhampton on 
a gunning trip and stopped at 
Cliff Raynor’s garage for gas. 
Cliff came out to greet me and 
said: “Here’s a man who wants 
to meet you George.” I looked 
around and there coming toward 
me with outstretched hand was 
the very man who so kindly drove 
us into the village from the Rem- 
senburg Road on the afternoon 
of the Hurricane. You will re- 
member that we were both stand- 
ing in the road, bleeding from 
many scratches, in bare feet, 
Mabel in a torn bathing suit and 
I with what was left of my pants 
after I had cut them off above 
the knees on the other side of 
the bay. 

I told him how happy I was to 
see him again and that I had 
been looking for him everywhere. 
I wanted to thank him for saving 
us from serious injury as our feet 
would certainly have been torn 
to pieces if we had tried to walk 
that distance into town. But he 
had hardly said a word to us that 
day, and not knowing his name 
I had been unable to locate him. 
He shook my hand and said: “It 
is not you who should be thank- 
ing me but I who should apolo- 
gize to you for my rude behavior. 
I was desperate myself because 
I couldn’t find my family. When 
I saw you two standing there in 
bathing suits I became very angry 
and said to myself, look at those 
crazy summer city folks going 
for a swim in this terrible wea- 
ther. “Please forgive me I didn’t 
know that you had just come 
across the bay.” Of course we 
had a grand reunion and com- 
pared notes about our experi- 
ences. He turned out to be Mr. 
Mac Knight a prominent member 
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of the Town Board, and we shall 
always be grateful to him. 

It might also be of interest to 
note here that the radio work 
which I was doing was confiden- 
tial at the time the story was 
written. Actually I had been as- 
sisting my old friend Professor 
Edwin H. Armstrong for over 
four years in the perfection of 
his new Frequency Modulation 
system, on the beach. In 1938 in 
the Byrne house we were putting 
on the finishing touches which is 
why we were still there in late 
September. Armstrong was to 
come down the day after the 
Hurricane to check on my mea- 
surements. That’s why I was so 
concerned about keeping the poles 
and the antennas in proper shape 
during the first part of the storm. 
Of course it was all to no avail, 
but nevertheless Westhampton 
Beach has the proud distinction 
of having played a major part in 
the development of what is now 
known to all radio listeners as 
the Armstrong FM system of radio 
transmission and reception. 

George E. Burghard 
New York City 





Hurricane Story 
I find the story of the 1938 hur- 
ricane so absorbing that I want 
to keep the three issues on it. 
Mrs. Henry C. Martin 
Glen Cove 





Museum Open 

The famed Carriage House at 
Stony Brook, L. I. is now open 
for the season. Both the Suffolk 
Museum and the Carriage House 
are open daily from 10 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. except Mondays and 
Tuesdays. 
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Sea Gate-(oney Island 


WHENEVER I announce the 
vital information that I first 
saw the light of day in Sea 
Gate, people are apt to say, 
“Oh yes, of course—Sea Girt 
down on the Jersey shore.” 
The answer is “NO! — Sea 
GATE at the end of Coney 
Island.” 


My birthplace, was a little 
grey shingled house next to 
the Norton’s Point Light- 
house. When I was a lad, be- 
fore World War I, the house 
stood about a third of a mile 
from what we called the 
“ocean.” One fall day, after 
we'd left for Brooklyn, my 
father was summoned to Sea 
Gate being informed by tele- 
phone that there was a bad 
“Line Storm” and that our 
house was in danger. 


Father and I journeyed 
down to find that a vicious 
storm was raging and that 
the surf had already swept 
away a quarter mile of high 
sand dunes. As we watched 
two frame houses were un- 
dermined and crashed awk- 
wardly into the sea. We were 
lucky. The water was within 
40 feet or so of our house 
when it was stopped by an 
emergency lighthouse crew 
with sandbags. 

These were the days when 
New York businessmen com- 
muted to New York City via 
the old “Sea Gate’; a yellow- 
funneled white steamboat that 
left the pier at 7 a.m., stop- 
ped at the old Crescent Ath- 
lectic Club at Bay Ridge and 
thence on to the Battery. Some 
of the commuters were pretty 
well known; men like the late 
Governor Alfred E. Smith; 
H. V. Kaltenborn, then editor 
of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
as I recall; Standard Oil and 
Wall Street tycoons and Sid- 
ney Drew, brother of John. 

“Painless” Parker, the a- 
mazing dentist who pulled 
teeth on the rear of an enor- 
mous horse van whilst a noisy 
band played and the patient 
was operated on in full view 
of an impromptu audience, 


Henry C. Joralemon 


lived in Sea Gate, and Eva 
Tanguay lived there, as did 
Gertrude Hoffman of the 
famed Dance of the Seven 
Veils. 


Ra 


There was the old Atlantic 
Yacht Club and it was a sight 
to see the great yachts riding 
at anchor in Gravesend Bay. 
Mr. Morgan parked his ‘“Cor- 
sair” there fairly often and 
the sleek destroyer - like low 
slung 100 footer that belong- 
ed to Mr. Todd of the ship- 
yard fame was there. The 
prettiest of all was the enor- 
mous black schooner that be- 
longed to Robert Doremus; 
the ‘‘Laska.” She was beauti- 
fully appointed inside and out 
— there were inlaid woods, 
fancy fireplaces and when she 
was under sail it was a lovely 
sight. 


We kids used to “crew” on 
the naphtha launches that an- 
swered the summons from the 
yachts. Some days I’d bring 
a sandwich and spend all day 
on the launch. I wore a white 


sailor suit and handled the 
boathook like a veteran. 

Swimming was wonderful 
at Sea Gate in the early 1900’s. 
There was great excitement 
when the huge German liners, 
the “Vaterland” and the “Im- 
perator” would barrel by in 
the close off-shore channel. 
The lifeguard would order 
everyone off the beach just 
before the great waves surg- 
ed over the shore, swirling 
beach shairs, umbrellas and 
toys out to sea. 


My Aunt lived in London 
and when we knew she was 
due we'd get a sheet ready 
and hang it out of the window 
as her ship went by. She’d be 
ready too and sure enough as 
we watched a sheet was hung 
from the ship’s rail and we 
knew she’d be with us for 
dinner that night. 

There was the time when 
Aunt was due on the Titanic 
and we were greatly excited 
and ready to welcome the 
great new ship. My mother 
made a great sign “WEL- 
COME Titanic’ — she used 
two old sheets to make it. 
Then we heard how the Ti- 
tanic crashed into the iceberg 
and mother was very quiet as 
she put away the big sign. 
The next day we got a cheer- 
ful cable. My Aunt had miss- 





Old Naptha Launch 
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ed the Titanic by fifteen min- 
utes! We hung out the sheet 
when her ship arrived but the 
side saying “Welcome Titanic” 
was on the back. 

Then came the war and the 
wreckage of ships. We never 
knew just what we kids would 
find when we went to the 
beach early in the morning. 
Once we found crates of 
smokeless powder and we 
loaded quite a bit on express 
wagons and put it in our cel- 
lar but it didn’t stay there 
long after my father dis- 
covered it. The beach was 
covered with chalk one day 
and with coal another. 

One night late in July in 
1916 I awoke to the roar of 
a terrible explosion. My bed 
rocked and then threw me on 
the floor. My father ran in 
and picked me up—we put on 
coats and walked down to- 
ward the beach. The sky was 
fiery red over New Jersey. 
It was the first of the “Black 
Tom” explosions over in Perth 
Amboy. My sister, who drove 
an ambulance, spent three 
days there. When she came 
back she parked the old ambu- 
lance outside and exhausted 
tumbled into bed. I strolled 
out to inspect the ambulance 
and I was sorry I ever had 
for there was a man’s bloody 
ear on the running board. 
When the second great blast 
occurred—it must have been 
the next day—I was standing 
on an elevated railroad plat- 
form in Coney Island. The 
trestle swayed like a leaf in 
the wind and it knocked a 
good many people down. Now, 
of course, we know it was 
proven sabotage. 

We used to patrol the beach 
watching for submarines and 
we'd laugh at the crazily cam- 
ouflaged ships that sailed by 
with their outlandish paint 
jobs. 

I used to love the beach 
and I’d stand for hours watch- 
ing silly horseshoe crabs. I’d 
gather mussels from the rocks 
of a breakwater and I found 
a cave down under the rocks. 
This was a good hiding place 
’til I discovered I had com- 
pany. One day I saw the beady 
eyes of a great water rat 
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blinking at me from the swell- 
ing water below. I gave up 
the cave but then my friends 
and I dug a big fort under 
the dunes. We lined it with 
boxes and we stored our trea- 
sure there; from ships, pieces 
of old rudders, jingle shells, 
giant clamshells, bottles of all 
kinds and bits of colored glass 
washed smooth by the sea. 


One day I was skipping 
stones into the calm water 
when a strange looking man 
with his head wrapped in a 
towel called to me. His face 
frightened me but his eyes 
were kind. I went to him, sat 
down and we talked. I asked 
him who he was and he told 
me he wasn’t sure—he was all 
sorts of people. He told me 
all the different great men 
he’d been and I began to think 
him mad. But then he smiled 
and told me he was an actor 
and his name was George Ar- 
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CONVALESCENT HOME 
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James McPeak, R.N. 
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Horseshoe Crab 


liss. I liked him and wherever 
I’d see him thereafter we sat 
together and he told me of 
the stage and I told him of 
shells, and the sea and the 
things that came from the 
sea. 


It was a happy time at Sea 
Gate. 


Property on Long Island is be- 
coming increasingly sought after 
by almost everybody, it seems. 
If you are interested why not 
consult the real estate brokers 
advertising in the Forum? 
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“Brentwood, In-“Ohe-* Pines 


THE VILLAGE of Brentwood 
(sometimes called Brentwood- 
in-the-Pines) has an interest- 
ing story behind it. It is how- 
ever, a short story compared 
to those of many other com- 
munities on the island. Little 
over a century ago, this vil- 
lage in the northerly part of 
Islip town was an unidentified 
section of the scruboak belt. 
It wasn’t until 1842, with the 
main line of the LIRR com- 
pleted that far out from 
Jamaica, that a station was 
erected, not at the site of 
Brentwood, but some distance 
to the west. Called Thomp- 
son’s Station, it served such 
nearby communities as Smith- 
town, Hauppauge, Central 
Islip and several south side 
villages. It was also the near- 
est rail stop for city sports- 
men who patronized Liff 
Snedecor’s hunting and fish- 
ing lodge at Great River and 
Liff ran his own stage to and 
from the station over the 
sandy, and sometimes snowy 
roads between. The same serv- 
ice was continued, with Liff’s 
son Obie doing the driving, 
after Liff sold the lodge and 
its 1100 acres of woodland to 
the newly organized South 
Side Club. 

A little settlement natural- 
ly sprang up around Thomp- 
son’s Station and in 1849 a 


Paul Bailey 


U.S. post office was estab- 
lished there. The following 
year Josiah Warren and Step- 
hen Pearl Andrews purchased 
several hundred acres in what 
was some day to become 
Brentwood, and within the 
next few years founded a 
community of families whose 
adult members subscribed to 
the political and social doc- 
trines which Messrs. Warren 
and Andrews preached. They 
called the place Modern Times. 
Warren was the sparkplug of 
the movement which, far from 
the teachings of Karl Marx 
as some writers have report- 
ed, emphasized “‘the sovereign- 
ty of the individual.” 


Warren built an octagonal 
structure as the center of ac- 
tivities. Here was located the 
seat of local government 
which was Warren himself. 
Also housed in the building 
were Warren’s general store, 
Warren’s printing plant, his 
community weekly, and a 
school, of which Warren was 
the sole instructor. Using the 
printing plant to good advan- 
tage, he circularized the liv- 
ing advantages of Modern 
Times throughout state and 
nation and the place grew by 
leaps and bounds. 


Meanwhile, the tract was 


subdivided and zoned and a 
highway system laid out with 
the main thoroughfares con- 
verging upon Warren’s eight- 
sided building. In 1856 when 
the town established a school 
district to include the area, 
a primary school was estab- 
lished with Miss Eleanor 
Blacker as teacher. 


During the early years of 
the community, homeowners 
had difficulty in obtaining 
water. The only available sup- 
ply had to be toted in buckets 
from the farm of Dr. Edgar 
F. Peck which lay outside 
the area. Warren finally call- 
ed a public meeting to solve 
this problem and as a result 
a community well was sunk 
conveniently close to most 
homes. This led to some house- 
holders acquiring horses and 
cows. Thereafter a community 
manure pile was started and 
this in turn led to a boom in 
gardening. Among the inhab- 
itants of the place before 1860 
was Charles A. Codman, an 
experienced farmer. Brothers 
William and John Metcalf 
joined in building a home and 
with them lived two sisters 
and a Mrs. Hayward. One 
Henry Edgar turned his home 
into a meeting place for the 
Positivist Society which he 
founded. 

(Continued on page 141) 





The Academy of St. Joseph at Brentwood. 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 











Babylon 


CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 


Lots - Plots - Acreage 














W. Main, by Lake MO 9-0644 
~~. Mineola 
J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Est. 1915 
Realtor - Insurance 

Appraisals 

148 Mineola Blvd. PI 6-7200 
Hicksville 





SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 


167 Broadway Tel. WElls 1-0600 





Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
PArk 17-2135 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








INSURANCE 


Francis Garvey, Robert Snyder 
Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 








CITY TITLE 
Insurance Company 


Chartered under the Insurance Law 
of the State of New York 


CITY TITLE BUILDING 
224 West Main St. 
Riverhead, N. Y. 


PArk 7-0100 
234 Old Country Road 


Mineola, N. Y. 
Ploneer 7-0100 








Savings Accounts Opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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Maden : a orum 


Some Indian Names Which 
Lingered on South Fork of L. I. 
Until At Least 1917 

1. CHEQUIT or CHECOUT; 
the common weakfish. CHEQUIT 
means “spotted.” It was also call- 
ed SQITEAGUE, “Gluey.” 


2. MOMICHOOG or MUMMI- 
CHAUG, commonly called “mum- 
mies,” are a small baitfish fre- 
quenting shallow water. 

3. TAUT-OG (plural), usually 
called “Blackfish” (Labrus Amer- 
icanus Block.) 

4. SCUP, or SCAUP, or MASH- 
CUPPY, or “Porgies” (Pagrus 
Argyrops, Linn.) The name means 
“big scales’ because a school of 
porgies resemble a lot of shining 
big scales. 














5. APA -SIM or WAPA - SOM, 
the “opposum; literally, “white 
animal.” 

6. MOSK-OAS or MUSQUASH, 
the “muskrat” literally “Reddish- 
brown animal.” (Fober Tibethi- 
cus.) 

7. CHUNKOO, “Oysters.” 

8. QUAHOG or CO-HAUG, the 
“round - clam,” (Venus Mercena- 
ria) probably the full name was 
POQUAHOG;; in some places fur- 
ther east it is called POO-KAW. 

9. SUKKISUOG, the soft clam 
or long clam used for steaming, 


“They spit or squirt.” (Mya 
Arenaria.) 
10. SKOOG— “a snake.” It is 


said that there were names for 
various kinds of snakes, but ap- 
parently this is the only one which 
survived on the South Fork. (In 
Connecticut the name SISIKWA 
meant “rattle- snake,” but this 
word was not known around Sag 
Harbor.) 


QUOGUE 


REAL ESTATE INSURANCE 


RUSSELL V. CARMAN 
Established 1910 
Phone OLd Quogue 3-4177 











Wading River 


WM. L. MILLER & SON 


Real Estate and Insurance 
Phone: Wading River 4323 








Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 


Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 


Established 1925 — 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage, 
Water frontage Eastern L. I. Jeri- 
cho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 
FOrest 8-9322 


Huntington 





HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 

Tickets 
. Murphy 
7310 ———_—_ 


Steamshi 
Cornelius 
A 


Wyandanch 





HAROLD S. ISHAM 


All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 


Tel. Midland 3-7755 


Mastic 
Realtor — Insuror 


BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 


Phone Atlantic 1-8110 








Glen Head 





M. O. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
PHONE: ORiole 6-0491 
Agency Estab. Over 50 Years 
Central Islip 
ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 4-6317 
Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 
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SALTAIRE, FIRE ISLAND, 
NEW YORK 


LOUISE CERVENY 
Real Estate 
Lighthouse Walk 
JUniper 3-5393 
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Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GR 5-4000 


Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 
And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley 
Westbury 


HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 

















LILLIAN H. ROBINSON 


Real Estate — 
Farms Homes 


Insurance 
Acreage 


168 W Main St. SAyville 4-1900 














Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 


Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 
Homes crea age 
Rosedale Ave. & Richmond Blvd. 


Tels. Ronkonkoma 9-8543 or 8859 


WILLIAM H. WINTERS 
AGENCY 
Real Estate & Insurance 


Westhampton Beach, N. Y. 
ESTABLISHED 1909 














Unqua Agency, Inc. 


General Insurance 
Real Estate 


GORDON W. FRASER, Msgr. 
170 Park Avenue AMityville 4-0376 
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- TH ‘. 
Jj WESTHAMPTON AGENCY * 
Inc. 





Patio Building 
Westhampton Beach 





11. TORUP—“snapping turtle.” 
This word has the same root as 
TERRAPIN. The TORUP shell 
was used in making ceremonial 
rattles. 

12, GALLOWA or GALLA- 
WASS. This was a huge mythical 
bird-of-prey similar to a fish- 
hawk or osprey; it was reputed 
to carry off disobedient children 
to be fed to GALLOWA, nestlings. 

Dr. John C. Huden 
University of Vermont 








“Diamond Dick” 

In Oyster Bay back in 1904, 
“Diamond Dick” a short stocky 
hod carrier was famous for his 
dressy clothes and cane. On Sun- 
day mornings when Theodore 
Roosevelt came to Christ Church, 
Diamond Dick would stand on a 
high bank nearby wearing a 
Prince Albert coat, a beaver hat 
and his cane. He would give a 
military salute to Mr. Roosevelt, 
who would respond with a hearty 
“Hi Neighbor!” 

When Mr. Roosevelt was to be 
installed as President, Diamond 
Dick planned to go to Washing- 
ton. To get the funds he decided 
to hold up Dr. Kiser’s Drug Store. 
One night he rang the night bell 
there with a hatchet stuffed un- 
der his coat. He told Dr. Kiser 
that his little girl was ill and he 
wanted some pills. Dr. Kiser got 
up on a ladder with his back to 
the would-be robber, but luckily 
saw in a mirror that Dick had 
produced a hatchet. 

There was a scuffle, but Dia- 
mond Dick ended up in Sing Sing, 
whilst his neighbor Teddy Roose- 
velt occupied the White House. 

Benjamin T. Ebbets 
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GEORGE H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
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Hubbell & Klapper, Inc. 
Long Island Real Estate 


65 HILTON AVENUE 
GARDEN CITY. N. Y. 








Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE-REAL ESTATE 
POrt Jefferson 8-0372 


208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 
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INSURANCE 
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Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
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Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
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Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
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“Ohe ‘Railroad “Reaches famaica-‘Part II 


(Continued from last month) 

When the present Jamaica 
station was opened in 1913, 
it served mostly as a transfer 
point as it was not located in 
the heavily populated part of 
Jamaica. A supplementary 
station was put in between 
Union Hall St. and New York 
Ave., in the “cut,” carrying 
the name of Union Hall St. 
The Jamaica residents de- 
manded this. Service at this 
station commenced in 1913. 
The section around the Ja- 
maica station started to be- 
come a new business section 
in the mid 1920s, when Loew’s 
Hillside Theare was built. 

In 1910, the present Hill- 
side station was built, but it 
did not see service until 1912. 
Except for commuters, it is 
slightly patronized today. It 
is located just a short block 
west of the old Rockaway 
Junction station, the east end 
of the platforms coinciding 
with the Rockaway Junction 
platform. Rockaway Junction 
station had been removed in 
1906 when Holban freight 
yard was built. 

In 1915, Hamilton Ave. and 
Farmers Ave. were made un- 
dergrade crossings, eliminat- 
ing the grade crossings and 
the right of way from east 
of Hillside station to east of 
Hollis station was widened 
and Hollis station was equip- 
ped with new high level plat- 
forms and the station build- 
ing was moved slightly west- 
erly. The right of way was 
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do 


now ready for a four track 
line, which came later. 

In 1916, the Woodside-Win- 
field Cutoff was built, again 
shortening the Main Line west 
of Jamaica. Now, there was 
a four track Main Line from 
Sunnyside Yard to Jamaica. 
At this time, a new station 
was put in east of Jamaica 
Ave., known as Westbridge, 
which lasted about twenty 
years. 

In 1917, and lasting until 
1922, a station known as 
South St. was located south- 
east of the highway of that 
name, on the embankment. 

The Richmond Hill Im- 
provement was made in 1924, 
when the Montauk Branch 
was placed on an elevated 
structure between St. Ann’s 
Ave. and Jamaica Ave. and 





a new station was built. Only 
a few commuter trains now 
stop at this station. 

In 1925, the electrification 
of the Springfield Branch and 
the two Montauk Branch 
tracks from there to Baby- 
lon took place. The same year, 
the L I R R ferries at L. I. 
City were abandoned and 
service on the Montauk 
Branch west of Jamaica was 
greatly reduced. 

In 1908, electrification of 
the Main Line between Queens 
(Village) and Floral Park 


(Continued on page 140) 








Suffolk Museum and 
Carriage House at 
Stony Brook 


Open 10 to 5:30 
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TIME SAVING SERVICES 


SAVINGS ACCOUNTS. 
Insured up to $10,000 by the 
Federal S. & L. I. C. 


BONUS SAVINGS ACCTS. 
(1% extra earnings) 


LOW COST FHA HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LOANS 


FAST, FRIENDLY, 
MORTGAGE LOANS 
PERSONAL MONEY ORDERS 
FREE SAVE-BY MAIL KITS. 
(Postage-paid both ways) 


TRAVELERS’ CHECKS. 
PASSBOOK LOANS. etc. 


and. safe 


‘at the wonderful place to save...’ 








SUFFOLK COUNTY 3 
FEDERAL SAVINGS ‘seo 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


1 West Main Street 
Smithtown, New York 
Fri. Eves.: 6 to 8 P.M. 


180 West Main Street 
Babylon, New York 
Mon. Eves: 5 to 8 P.M. 


BABYLON 


Main Oft ce 


CENTEREACH 


Jericho Turnpike 
Centereach, New York 
Fri, Eves.: 6 to 8 P.M. 


RESOURCES $100.000.000 


LARGEST 


MUTUAL SAVINGS INSTITUTION 


IN SUFFOLK 


DAVID P. SEAMAN, P resident 
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Old Gime Coys 


A True Tale By 
Kate W. Strong 


My mother’s older brothers 
had a rocking horse which 
must have been a beauty in 
its youth. He was covered 
with real skin, and a horse- 
hair mane and tail. He was 
so big that Mother said six 
of them used to ride him 
when she was little; two on 
his back, two on the platform 
underneath, and one on each 
end of the rod that connects 
the rockers. In my time, he 
had lost his tail and my 
mother, having her hair cut 
as a little girl, decided that 
his mane needed to be cut 
also. When visiting my grand- 
mother’s I loved him and rode 
on him in the attic on rainy 
days. Years afterward, when 
I knew the old house would 
soon be sold, I asked for him 
and he stands in the room I 
call my museum today, one of 
my treasures. 


Mother’s wax doll was said 
to have her own hair set in, 
one hair at a time. I have 
often wondered whether the 
doll also looked like her. In- 
stead of the game of ‘Auth- 
ors” my mother had “Dr. 
Busby,” hand-tinted cards to 
represent four families, one 
of which included the gard- 
ener and dairymaid. Mother 
had two beautiful miniature 
wooden pieces of furniture, 
one a chest of drawers and 
the other a washstand on 
which the top lifted up with 
a hole for the basin and a 
water bottle and cup, and 
with a closet underneath. 


Mother’s paper dolls were 
very lovely, the faces painted 
by an artist’s hand and the 
clothes sometimes made of 
ribbons and laces. She and 
her friends played with them 
after they had given up what 
we used to call “real” dolls. 
Once, having been to a wed- 
ding, in all their finery they 
were not put away at once 
and somebody stole them, so 
I have only the dresses and a 





complete doll too little to go 
to parties! 


One of the most interest- 
ing of Mother’s toys was a 
tin box which sloped down to 
an eye-piece at one end, and 
the other end to an open cir- 
cle. It had two trap doors, 
one at the top which open 
for day, the other covered 
the whole end circle, and that 
was night. These doors could 
only be opened one at a time. 
Round slides made of paper, 
metal-rimmed, slipped in be- 
tween the night trap-door 
and the box. One of these 
slides, looked at by day, show- 
ed an ordinary city street, 
but drop the night trap and 
every street light and window 
was alight. My favorite slide 
is a lonely wood, full of crook- 
ed branches by day, by night 
it was lit luridly and inhabited 
by owls and such night crea- 
tures. 


In the middle seventies and 
early eighties tin kitchens 
were a favorite toy, about the 
size of the three-dimensional 
wooden kitchens one sees from 
abroad. But this was a real 
toy. The racks on the wall 
held tin dishes that could be 
put on the open stove-holes, 
and best of all there was a 
pump on one side, with a 
reservoir which could be fill- 
ed at the back. A doll house, 
given to my sister by cousins 
in the middle seventies, had 
furniture made entirely of 
slices of black walnuts. There 
are only two dolls left; the 
lady doll costume went back 
to the date of my mother’s 
paper dolls, and the tiny little 
boy doll was in skirts. 


One of my ambitions was 


to have everything my older 
sisters had. They each had a 
beautiful wax doll, one from 
Paris and one from London. 
Ritch’s store, at Christmas- 
time, had ten, twenty-five, 
fifty and seventy-five cent 
tables. One of my _ sisters 
bought a really good knife on 
the ten cent table. My auntie 
who had taken us there that 
day said I could have a pre- 
sent from whichever table I 
chose. I was much taken with 
a wooden stable with two 
horses on the ten cent table, 
but on the seventy-five cent 
table was a doll with a wax 
head. I imagine it was a hor- 
rible creature, for my aunt 
tried her best to dissuade me, 
but true to her word she let 
me buy it. I can’t imagine 
what that head was made of, 
for shortly it began to smell 
so horribly that it had to be 
disposed of. I never ceased to 
regret the stable, until years 
later I came across several of 
those little stables and bought 
them to give away, as I sup- 
pose a man does who buys for 
his new-born baby, the toys 
he longed for in his boyhood. 


We had few Christmas 
cards when I was little, but 
they were lovely ones, two 
cards pasted together with 
fringe between them. Christ- 
mas cards and Easter cards 
were generally religious, or 
had pictures of Santa Claus 
or rabbits, but I did have one 
funny Easter card, all be- 
fringed and a picture showing 
a mouse sailing in a shell, and 
underneath a rhyme, 


““A mouse contented with its 
shell, 

Can keep its Easter very well 

And laugh at more pretentious 
folk 

Who say a mouse should have 
a boat.” 

Either on the other side or on 

a card sent to my sister, mouse 

was caught in a gale, the shell 

was going to pieces, but I 

can’t remember what mouse 

had to say. 
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Decoys 
(Continued from page 124) 


everything from the _ tiny 
beach snipe to the great sickle- 
bill curlew was hunted. The 
Long Island carvers turned 
out an amazing quantity of 
snipe decoys or “stool,” repre- 
senting many different spec- 
ies, with a wide variety of 
“spring” and “fall” plumage 
patterns. 

The market hunter found 
a ready customer for the 
larger snipe as table birds, 
and a good demand for the 
wings of the smaller varieties 
to be used by the millinery 
trade on ladies’ hats. When 
market hunting was stopped 
by law-,the snipe population 
had reached an alarming low. 

The birds were very easily 
lured by the use of decoys 
and in the 20’s when it be- 
came evident that the snipe 
could not stand shooting pres- 
sure at all, the snipe season 
with the exception of the Wil- 
son or Jacksnipe was closed 
down for good. The Jacksnipe 
incidentally, will not come to 
decoys and that perhaps is the 
reason why the bird can still 
stand hunting pressure. 

Among the snipe decoys 
that we have acquired are 
found the work of Obediah 
Verity, Nelson Verity, August 
Their, Charles Strang, Town- 
send Carman, John Lee Bald- 
win, Lester Gardner. George 
Brown, Frederick Becker, 
John Burch, Thomas Gelston, 
and Irving and Thomas Pow- 
ell. The wooden factory-made 
snipe of the old Mason Com- 
pany are represented, as well 
as the folding tin birds of the 
Brooklyn Tin Works. There 
are many others whose mak- 
ers remain unknown, includ- 
ing the very old decoys often 
labeled by Collectors as “In- 
dian made.” Of the latter we 
shall never know their origin, 
but instead of assuming the 
primitive work to be that of 
an Indian, we prefer to label 
them “Old Snipe-Maker Un- 


known.” 
HERONS 
In the opinion of the author, 
the decoy of the Great Blue 
Heron is the most interesting 
of all. In the early days of 
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our collecting it was thought 
that this rare decoy was made 
by only a few baymen who 
staked out the heron near a 
black duck rig to give “con- 
fidence” to wary ducks. As 
time went on, further search- 
ing along the waterfront turn- 
ed up a complete rig of heron 
decoys, once used in the early 
fall to lure herons to the gun. 

One day in Seaford, we 
heard an Oldtimer describe 
the heron as a “Seaford Tur- 
key,” and he went on to tell 
of the delicious slabs of breast 
meat that were taken from 
these great birds. Another 
fellow said that he too had 
enjoyed eating Blue Herons 
but one day when he was 
drawing a heron he’d just 
shot, out popped a two-foot 
garter snake. Said he still 
liked to eat heron but he 
“eouldn’t stand to draw ’em 
after that.” 

Over the years we have 
come across no less that thir- 
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The Great Blue Heron from a 
drawing by Dr. Loring W. Turrell. 
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teen of the rare heron decoys, 
two of which were the little 
White Herons or Snowy 
Egrets. The latter were used 
on Jamaica Bay by a gunner 
who shot for plumage. The 
white plumes or “Aigrettes” 
were much in demand for 
ladies’ hats of that period. 
We have seen heron decoys 
in Connecticut and New Jer- 
sey, but Long Island, and par- 
ticularly the area around 
Jones Beach was the home 
of the heron hunters. 


Perhaps the finest example 
among this collector’s Blue 
Herons is a great one that 
came originally from Capt. Al 
Ketcham’s gunning shack in 
Copiague. The decoy, 314 feet 
long and 4 feet high, has a 
fine head, with one glass eye, 
that is mortised into the long 
neck which in turn is tenyoned 
into the body, so that the bird 
may be “broken down” when 
being transported. It dates 
back to the ’90’s and was one 
of three herons owned by a 
New York broker named 
Jones, who kept his rig at 
Capt. Al Ketcham’s and re- 
tained the Captain as guide 
over the many seasons he went 
on the bay. 

ODDS AND ENDS 

Like the Blue Heron, once 
used to give “confidence” to 
a flock of wary ducks, the 
Sea Gull decoy was put to the 
same use. The gull is a smart 
bird and any duck that saw a 
gull close by figured that 
everything was all right. 
Gulls were used quite exten- 
sively with brant rigs off 
Amityville, and with battery 
rigs farther to the east, along 
the bay. One decoy maker 
from Hampton Bays used to 
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The Earliest Days 

With Tongue Slightly In Cheek 

You may not have read what I 
have written before about my 
Grandfather. He was a_ well- 
known mentiroso. If you did not 
read it, it won’t harm you. I could 
tell you stories about my Grand- 
father for hours, but they would 
not interest you as much as the 
stories that were told to him 
about the early days of the set- 
tlers of Long Island. 

Long Island, in the long ago, 














Decoys 

(Continued from page 134) 
furnish one gull with every 
setting of duck decoys that 
he sold. 

Crow decoys can be inter- 
esting items to the Collector. 
Not the crude silhouettes 
which are quite common, but 
occasionally one will come a- 
cross a fine hollow cedar crow, 
complete with glass eyes, and 
this becomes a welcome item 
on the museum shelf. 

Maryland is the home of 
the Swan decoy. At one time 
these great birds were shot 
over decoys, but in latter years 
the swan decoy has been more 
often used with a rig of 
widgeon since these birds 
often feed with swans, hop- 
ing to rob the swan of a tender 
morsel of bottom food which 
the long-necked swan can 
reach while the widgeon can- 
not. 

The American Wildfowl]! De- 
coy, long regarded only as a 
tool of the gunner, has now 
been given the status of Folk 
Art. While we are sure the old 
time baymen would not agree 
to the new title given his 
handiwork, it is probably a 
good thing that the old de- 
coys are so recognized, for in 
the hands of the collectors and 
on the Museum shelves they 
will now be brought together 
to record a small but colorful 
part of history and an era that 
will never be repeated. 


was mainly a settlement close to 
Manhattan across the East River, 
called Brooklyn. This place, once 
considered a very important part 
of Long Island, was named after 
the town of Breukelen, in Hol- 
land. It is easy to understand the 
difference in the spelling, if you 
consider that it was probably 
named by a Dutchman with a big 
chew of tobacco in his mouth. My 
Grandfather claimed that my 
great-great-great Grandfather was 
that man, but I don’t believe this 
to be so, although at the time he 
told me, I did. He was a fanciful 
liar, but I forgive him for that, 
because it made the stories he told 
me so much more interesting. 


He told me, for instance, that 
his Great-grandfather was a well- 
known inventor..Known by whom, 
he did not say. This ancestor of 
mine was a very young man in 
Brooklyn when he told his mother 
that he was going to invent a 
trolleycar. After several earnest 
tries he had to give this up, for 
he discovered that for a good 
substantial trolleycar he would 
need electricity. And Benjamin 
Franklin had not yet invented 
that; he wasn’t even born then. 
So you can see that this was a 
considerable handicap and we 
can’t really blame him for this 
failure. 


But he made good in another 
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way: He invented a special har- 
poon. One day, as he was walking 
in a place that was later to be 
known as Sag Harbor, he was 
fallen upon by some of the in- 
habitants of that region and 
shanghaied to serve on a whaling 
vessel just about to leave on an 
expedition. My Great-great-great 
Grandfather did not care for any 
whales just then, but he could 
not help himself at this point, 
for he was tightly bound. So he 
went along. 

On this whaling trip—of which 
I hope to tell you more in the 
future — my Great-great-great 
Grandfather invented the Boom- 
erang Harpoon. This harpoon, if 
properly used, would return to 
the boat by itself and so it would 
need no line. But if it struck the 
whale, which was the object, it 
would not come back. So this in- 
vention was really a failure too. 
My ancestors seem to have been 

(Continued on page 138) 
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Whiting 
About 
Whiting 


A MOST interesting article on 
“Rufus King 1755-1827, American 
Statesman and Long Islander” has 
appeared in the April issue of 
the “Newsletter from the Society 
for Preservation of Long Island 
Antiquities.” Timely, since the 
King Mansion in Jamaica is now 
undergoing extensive renovation 
by the New York City Depart- 
ment of Parks, the article gives 
a study of lawyer, Congress- 
man, Minister to the Court of St. 
James, U.S. Senator and unsuc- 
cessful Presidential candidate. 
The last 24 years of his life 
were spent as a Long Islander. 
THE SUFFOLK County Historical 
Society has issued a mimeograph- 
ed little publication containing 
sketches of the Suffolk County 
Seal and the seals of the county’s 
ten townships with an explana- 
tion of each picture. An interest- 
ing and useful contribution to 
Long Islandiana. 
“THE DELECTABLE Mountains” 
a collection of eight narratives 
by Berton Roueche which first 
appeared in the New Yorker is 
a delight to read. Three of the 
pieces, are devoted to Long Is- 
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land and it is good that some- 
one feels that the “flat sandy, 
frequently fog-drenched farm on 
the southeastern shore of Long 
Island, near the village of Bridge- 
hampton” can be compared to 
that delightful place “of gardens 
and orchards, the vineyards and 
fountains of water” as described 
by John Bunyan in his “Pilgrim’s 
Progress.” 

The author meets a “contented” 
potato farmer and then one is 
somewhat disillusioned to find 
that the Delectable Mountains are 
not the countryside at all but a 
kind of potato—the Green Moun- 
tains—grown here. 

There is some discussion of 
potatoes. The farmer says: 


“You know a person CAN live 
on just potatoes. I don’t know 
any food it would take you longer 
to get tired of, the flavor is so 
light and gentle. I like them bak- 
ed, boiled, and mashed. I like 
them creamed, browned, hash- 
browned, riced, French-fried and 
home-fried. I like them scalloped 
and I like them au gratin. I like 
potato cakes for breakfast in the 
winter time and I like potato 
salad in hot weather.” 


Another pleasant piece is “The 
Steeple” which concerns, of course, 
THE STEEPLE, that adorned the 
Whaler’s Presbyterian Church in 
Sag Harbor until the 1938 hurri- 
cane. 

There’s a good bit of Sag Har- 
bor history in this article as 
quoted by Dr. Charles Tillinghast, 
retired dentist and long time 
president of the church board of 
trustees. 

“It might interest you to know 
that the Long Island Herald, 
founded in Sag Harbor in 1791, 
was the first newspaper publish- 
ed on Long Island. One of our 
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greatest preachers, Edward Hop- 
per, served our church from 1852 
to 1863, and it was the daring 
seaman of Sag Harbor who in- 
spired him to write his immortal 
hymn, ‘Jesus Saviour, Pilot Me.’ 
James Fenimore Cooper lived 
here for some years, before he 
established himself as a writer. 
The PIONEERS and THE SEA 
LIONS are both full of Sag Har- 
ber.” 

He describes the steeple—“com- 
posed in three tapering sections 
each smaller in diameter than 
the one beneath it. I don’t think 
it was accidental that it resembled 
somewhat the sea captain’s spy- 
glass in use at the time. I doubt 
too if anyone but a shipwright 
could have raised it. It was raised 
by ox power, each section pulled 
up through the inside of the pre- 
ceding one. The lowest section, in 
which the bell was installed, was 
in the 17th century style of Chris- 
topher Wren. The main feature 
of it was an octagonal colonnade. 
In its pediment were four beauti- 
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ful clocks. The derivation of the 
second section is uncertain. It 
was probably either Greek, or, 
as some experts have suggested, 
Phoenican. Its chief ornamenta- 
tion at any rate, was a series of 
long panels, in which were cut 
the ancient Phoenican swastika. 
That was a symbol, I understand 
of good luck. The topmost section 
was a replica of a Chinese pagoda. 
Needless to say, the entire struc- 
ture was made of the finest Suf- 
folk County white pine, chosen 
and seasoned by our own ship- 
builders and every inch of it was 
hand carved.” 

The final article in the book, 
“Shore Whaler,” moves the scene 
to East Hampton and tells of the 
exploits of Everett Edwards and 
his father, Joshua Edwards, father 
and grandfather of Mrs. Jeannette 
Edwards Rattray, publisher of the 
East Hampton Star. 

A fascinating story is the ex- 
plaining what off-shore whaling 
is and the thrill of it all. Captain 
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Classified Advertising 





(Rates: 10c per word, minimum 
20 words or $2. Additional con- 
secutive insertions, same copy, 5c 
per word. Copy must be received 
with cash or check by 10th. of 
month preceding following issue. 
Charges accepted from subscrib- 
ers but 15c billing charge will be 
made.) 


FOR SALE “Guide to Historic 
Markers.” $1.00. Illustrated pub- 
lication by Southold Historical 
Society, about old structures and 
sites in Southold, Peconic and 
Arshamomaque, 64 markers so far, 
placed by the Society. Write Mrs. 
Edgar Baumgartner, Southold, 
Long Island. 
“IS YOUR HOME ATTRACTIVE? 
Let us sketch it from your photo- 
graph and put it on stationery for 
you. Can be also used on match 
covers, playing cards, napkins, etc. 

Write to 

CROOKER 
Cold Spring Harbor, New York” 
FOR SALE: Revised and greatly 
enlarged “The 13 Tribes.” Brief 
account of the Long Island In- 
dians by Paul Bailey. $1.00 post 
paid. Box 805, Amityville, L. I. 
FOR ALL the News of Hunting- 
ton Township subscribe to the 
Long Islander, New York State’s 
leading weekly newspaper. 313 
Main Street, Huntington, L. L. 
Hamilton 7-4000. 


CUSTOM MADE, Lifetime Brass 
Furniture. You sketch it or give 
us a picture. We will give you an 
estimate and make it to your 
specifications. Messenger Manu- 
facturing Co. 37-14 63rd., Wood- 
side, L. I., N. Y. Call HAvemeyer 
9-4747 or ATlantic 4-1497. 

“For local year ’round news of 
your friends and activities on the 
South Fork of Long Island, Sub- 
scribe to: The Hampton Chronicle, 

Westhampton Beach 
$4.00 per year 
The Hampton Bays News, 
Hampton Bays, $3.50 per year 
The Southampton Press, 
Southampton, N. Y. $4.00 per year 
WEDGWOOD 
WANTED to purchase — Early 
Wedgwood, Wedgwood & Bently 
plaques, ornamental or useful 
ware in Jasper, basalt, queens- 
ware, caneware. Box 1568W West- 
hampton Beach, New York. 























“HISTORY of Friends Academy” 
by Peter L. Van Santvoord. Only 
complete history of famous Quak- 
er schoo] at Locust Valley, found- 
ed by Gideon Frost, 1876. 36 pp., 
publ. 1956. Limited number of 
copies. $2.00 postpaid. Address the 
author at 165 Landing Road, Glen 
Cove, N. Y. 





WANTED—to borrow for an ex- 
hibition of Civil War Material this 
summer: A Civil War Uniform. 
Also firearms, swords or any other 
mementvces of the war between 
the states. All articles wiil be pro- 
perly cared for and returned to 
the lenders at the end of the sea- 
son. 
Cysterponds Historical Society 
Orient, L. I., N. Y. 


From the famous Richard H. 
Handley Collection of Long Island 
Americana: ‘Place Names in the 
Town of Smithtown,” also “A 
History of Smithtow., 1663-1845”; 
Rufus B. Langhans, Smithtown 
Library, Smithtown, Long Island. 
Price $1.00 each. 


GUNS 
WANTED — for my collection. 
Old guns, pistols, powder horns, 
builet moulds, swords or cannon 
barrels. Indian arrow heads. Li- 
censed dealer for modern guns 
and ammunition. RICHARD G. 
HENDRICKSON, Lumber Lane, 
Bridgehampton, N. Y. Telephone 
BRidgehampton 2-0893. tf 


“BROOKLYN RAPID Transit 
Trolley Lines in Queens” 92 pages, 
100 photos $2.50 postpaid from 
Felix Reifschneider, Fairton, N. J. 

tf 


THE SMITHTOWN NEWS for 
many years has featured Long 
Island History in its columns. 
“News of Long Ago,” by Virginia 
Eckels Malone. Write for sample 
copy. Box 515, Smithtown, N. Y. 


COMPLETE NEWS of Sayville 
and vicinity and provocative com- 
ment is found in The Suffolk 
County News, national and state 
award-winning newspaper. 23 
Candee Avenue, Sayville. SAy- 
ville 4-6200. 


FOR ALL THE NEWS of Eastern 
Long Island read the NEWS-RE- 
VIEW. Subscribe Today P. O. Box 
720, Riverhead, N. Y. 
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Edwards supports the Bible story 
when he says: 

“Don’t let anybody tell you the 
whale couldn’t swallow Jonah. I 
remember one we pulled up to. 
He had his mouth open and his 
lips laid off. He was feeding. 
We came up fast, and I just hap- 
pened to cast my eye around and 
I looked right down his throat. 
It must have been fourteen feet 
deep, and better than a third as 
wide. I kept pulling but my blood 
started to circulate.” 


NOT ABOUT Long Island, but 
about trolleys, is the newly is- 
sued pamphlet by Felix E. Reif- 
schneider; “Interurban Limited.” 
With an interesting text about old 
trolley lines in Ohio, the pamphlet 
is filled, with fine illustrations. 
Mr. Reifschneider’s address is: 
Box 88, Fairton, New Jersey. 


“THE LIGHTNING Book,” con- 
cerning the nature of lightning 
and how to protect yourself from 
it is readable, carefully illustrat- 
ed with excellent photos and dia- 
grams. What lightning is, the 
strange things it does, are ex- 
plained exhaustively. Lightning 
rods DO work, a car is a safe 
place to be, and hundreds of other 
facts fill the volume written by 
Percy E. Viemeister and publish- 
ed by Doubleday. 

There is one item in pages 230 
and 231 that interested us. It 
tells of a storm on August 25, 1951 
when a fisherman in Barnegat 
Bay was killed “in a small metal 
skiff.” 

Further, “the fisherman died 
with a metal fishing rod in his 
hand. The lightning is said to 
have jumped from the rod to 
his jacket zipper. His companion 
was knocked unconscious but re- 
covered after being hospitalized.” 

Mr. Viemeister, the boat was 
a wooden dory, the metal rod was 
in the stern of the boat away 
from the man who was killed. 
We know that the newspapers re- 
ported the circumstances incor- 
rectly and doubtless those were 
your sources. We know, the dory 
was ours and we remember see- 
ing the metal rod at our side 
just before the lightning struck. 
We are ‘the man who recovered.” 

—C.J.M. 


For outstanding places to dine 
—see the back page of the Forum 
every month. 
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(Continued from page 135) 

failure-prone all the way back. 

Can someone please tell me 
what the syllable “sag” means? 
It appears so frequently in place 
names hereabouts: Sag Harbor; 
Sagtikos; Sagaponack; Sagamore; 
Saginac and Sagstein’s Market. . . 
My Grandfather said he did not 
know, but if he had told me I 
wouldn’t have believed him. He 
told me that he was born one of 
twins and that, when they were 
but a few days, old, one of them 
was accidently drowned in the 
bathtub. They never did know 
which one of the two boys was 
the victim: Simon or Cornelis, 
so my Grandfather says that he 
is not sure that he is my Grand- 
father, and that, if it was he 
that was drowned instead of his 
brother, my Grandfather would 
really be my Great-Aunt and my 
Mother would have been my sec- 
ond cousin, once removed. 

But I don’t really believe that. 
Do you? 











Jotave 


The “Death Hole” 

Mr. Reifschneider’s article on 
Wreck Lead in the December is- 
sue of the Long Island Forum 
was very interesting and, no 
doubt, brought back memories of 
bygone days to others beside my- 
self. 

We read of the old days and 
happenings in these times but fail 
to see anything written about 
Rockville Centre and wonder 
whether the old timers of the 
late 80’s and 90’s have all passed 
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on, or whether the early times do 
not have the fascination for them 
that they have for me. 


Am thinking of “Shell Bank” 
where we held picnics and did 
our swimming, until, since so 
many people drowned there, the 
authorities put up signs prohibit- 
ing further swimming. After con- 
siderable investigation it was 
found that the river, years before, 
had changed its course and in 
doing so had covered an old 
well; and when a person happen- 
ed to land in it, the suction creat- 
ed by the well seemed to hold 
him until he drowned. 


One day in about 1893, Dave 
Pearsall, Sr. and I were down 
there in an old boat. A man and 
his son, we afterward learned, 
from Brooklyn, were in swim- 
ming when suddenly the son got 
into the “death hole.” We quickly 
shoved the boat out. We had a 
time saving them. The father went 
to his son’s rescue and we had to 
hit him over the head with an 
oar and knock him out, then pull- 
ed them to shore. When they 
came to and realized what had 
happened they couldn’t thank us 
enough. They dressed and before 
leaving got our names and ad- 
dresses and the father said we 
would hear from him. I have 
never heard from him, and won- 
der whether Dave ever did. 


How many remember the epide- 
mic of robbery that went on in 
Rockville Centre around 1898? It 
got so bad that the people had 
to procure the services of the 
Pinkerton people before it was 
stopped. A Mr. Shelley was the 
man who stopped it. They would 
set fire to buildings and when 
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people were at the fire, they 
would loot their homes. I was a 
member of the Alert Hose Co. at 
the time. How many remember 
the blizzard of 1888? That was 
some snow. 

The Wreck Lead story brought 
these early incidents back to my 
memory and though I have been 
in the far northwest nearly 60 
years, I would appreciate more 
memories of the place where I 
was born, Rockville Centre. Thank 
you. 











An Old Timer, 
Cc. H. ABRAMS 
Seattle, Washington 


Editor's Note: Paul Bailey’s art- 
icle. “Nassau’s South Shore,” 
which appeared in the Novem- 
ber, 1959 issue, was largely de- 
voted to Rockville Centre.) 


“T would appreciate it if you can 
advise me the name of a large 


Mail Men 


I have a little history to give 
to you that I never read in any 
paper about mail men, and this 
is it. I have been interested in 
history all my life, ever since I 
was old enough to understand. 

Herbert O’Came of Quiogue car- 
ried mail from Quogue to River- 
head for many years. Chauncey 
Chichester carried it from Center 
Moriches to Medford. Dick Ger- 
ard from Bellport to Bartlett Sta- 
tion. Charles E. Rose from Pat- 
chogue to Medford. John Wells Sr. 
from Sayville to Lakeland. John 
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Davis from Port Jefferson to Med- 
ford. Irving Overton from Selden 
and Coram to Medford. George 
Elderkin from Setauket to Suf- 
folk Station. 

Of course most people would 
not know where this station was, 
but when they changed it was 
Central Islip. 

Havens B. Overton 
Suffolk County Home 
Yaphank, L. I, N. Y. 


For outstanding places to dine 
—see the back page of the Forum 
every month. 
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steamer, stranded off Bellport, 
L. I. December 12, 1908. It is be- 
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4 masted schooner, Colorado — 
about 1927—if stranded off Pat- 
chogue or west of there?” 
HENRY B. SQUIRES 
Bridgehampton, N. Y. 
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Forest Hills Office Amityville Office 





Four Questions 

1. What happened to Prosser 
Pines? 

2. On an 1842 map of 25 miles 
around N. Y. is shown Capt. J. 
Craig, about where La Guardia 
is located. Who or what was Capt. 
J. Craig? 


We Pay Postage Both Ways 


Main Office 


3. Where is Springfield Dock? JAMAICA AVE. CONTINENTAL AVE. BROADWAY 
I have a postcard marked Kep- At Woodhaven Blvd. At Austin St. At Union Ave. 
pler’s Hotel, Springfield Dock. VI 7-7041 BO 3-7500 MY 1-0555 


4. On the Beers Map of Searing- MORTGAGE LOANS - PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT LOANS 








town (1873) is shown, “The Old CHRISTMAS CLUB - SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES AVAILABLE 
Block House.” I should like in- Hours: Mon. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Tues. to Fri. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
formation about it Amityville: Mon. to Thurs. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
7 For the Convenience of our Nassau, Suffolk res. 
John Shiel Phone IV 1-9550 
Glen Head 
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Railroad 
(Continued from page 132) 


and from there to Hempstead 
had taken place. In 1924, the 
Main Line, between east of 
Hillside station and Foral 
Park, was made a four track 
line. A long foot bridge was 
put in crossing the four track 
Main Line, the entrance to 
Holban Yard and the Spring- 
field Branch tracks and end- 
ing at Liberty Ave., which 
bridge remained until 1930. 
Then, in 1926, the Main Line 
was electrified between Floral 
Park and Mineola, for the use 
of West Hempstead Branch 
trains. 

The next big improvement 
was the “Jamaica East’ pro- 
gram, which eliminated all 
grade crossings on the Main 
Line from New York Ave. 
to and including Brenton Ave. 
(170 St.) At this time, a new 
undergrade crossing was put 
in at 177 St. and the four 
track line was extended 





STATEMENT 


Required by the Act of Congress 
August 24, 1912, as amended by 
the Acts of March 3, 1933, and 
July 2, 1946 showing the owner- 
ship and managership, etc. of the 
Long Island Forum, published 
monthly at Westhampton Beach, 
N. Y. for June 1, 1961. 

The name and address of the 
publisher and editor is Charles 
J. McDermott of Westhampton 
Beach, N. Y. The business man- 
ager is William H. Burgess of 
Center Moriches, N. Y. 

The bondholders, mortgagees or 
other security holders owning or 
holding more than I per cent or 
more of total amount of bonds, 
mortgages or other securities is 
Paul Bailey, Amityville, N. Y. 

The average number of copies 
of each issue of this publication 
sold or distributed through the 
mails or otherwise, to paid sub- 
scribers during the 12 months 
preceding the date shown above 
was 2,214. 

Charles J. McDermott, owner 
Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 12th. day of April, 1961. 

KATHERINE ENG 
Notary Public, 

Suffolk County 

My commission expires 
March 30, 1963 
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through Hillside station, 
which was equipped with high 
level platforms at the time. 
The line from Hall Tower to 
Rockaway Junction was equip- 
ped with six tracks, the two 
center tracks being for the 
use of Montauk Branch trains. 
East of Brenton Ave. these 
two tracks climb onto an el- 
evated structure or trestle, 
crossing the eastbound Main 
Line tracks and the Hogban 
Yard tracks and continue on 
an embankment via the 
Springfield Branch. The grade 
crossing at Liberty Ave. was 
eliminated, also. As part of 
this program, the old “cut” 
was eliminated and a new em- 
bankment was built from east 
of Church St. to Rockaway 
Junction. Also, a new Union 
Hall station was built on this 
embankment. 

The building of the sub- 
way in Atlantic Ave. between 
East New York and east of 
Morris Park between 1939 
and 1942 eliminated the Clar- 
enceville, Morris Park and 
Dunton stations. This was 
necessary in order to provide 
faster service of through 
trains on the Atlantic Branch. 

In 1935, the Springfield 
Branch had been placed on 
an embankment and in 1960 
the “Old Southern” received 
the same treatment, all grade 
crossings being eliminated on 
both branches. 

It is interesting to note 
that the part of the New York 
and Rockaway R. R. between 
Springfield Junction (Laurel- 
ton) and Cedarhurst was a- 
bandoned in 1881 and that 
the line was rebuilt as a 
double track line in 1906, but 
not used, and, that these 
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tracks were removed during 
World War I and were relaid 
once more in 1927, only to be 
ripped up forever in 1934 and 
later. This line had become 
known as the Cedarhurst 
Cutoff. 

It is also interesting to note 
that there will be no grade 
crossings on the Main Line 
between Sunnyside Yard and 
east of Floral Park when the 
Floral Park improvement is 
completed about two years 
from now; that there will be 
no grade crossings on the 
Montauk Branch between 
Maspeth and east of Freeport, 
when the Freeport Improve- 
ment is completed next year. 
The Hicksville and Babylon 


Improvements will follow 
shortly. 

The Bellerose - Floral Park 
Improvement will be very 


similar to the Valley Stream- 
Lynbrook Improvement, as 
Bellerose will have an island 
platform between the two 
southerly tracks and Floral 
Park will have two island 
platforms. At that time, 
Hempstead trains will stop 
at the new Bellerose station 
platform and at the Floral 
Park southerly platform, the 
northerly platform at Floral 
Park being used by Main Line 
trains. 

Compare the simplicity of 
the “First Division” with the 
modern railroad that we have 
today! Some. consideration 
should be given to the rapid 
transit facilities that have ex- 
isted other than the LIRR. 

Street car lines had reach- 
ed Jamaica in the 1880’s and 
later. The first attempt to op- 
erate elevated trains to Ja- 
maica came in 1903. A ramp 
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was built between the Brook- 
lyn Elevated line on Crescent 
St. and the surface tracks on 
Jamaica Ave. and on May 30, 
1903, Broadway elevated 
trains started to run to Ja- 
maica by that route. However, 
as there were so many acci- 
dents involving farm wagons 
and pedestrians, the service 
was discontinued on Decem- 
ber 8, 1903. Finally, in 1916, 
the elevated line was extend- 
ed from Crescent St. to 111th 
St. and a further extension 
was made to 168th St., Ja- 
maica, in 1917. Also, the Ful- 
ton St. elevated line was ex- 
tended from Grant Ave. to 
Lefferts Ave. in 1915. In re- 
cent years, the latter has been 
connected to the Independent 
Subway System. Then, too, 
the Independent subway in 
Queens Blvd. and Hillside 
Ave. came into the picture in 
the 1930s. 

The extension of rapid tran- 
sit lines into the Richmond 
Hill - Jamaica area had, of 
course, taken much passenger 
business away from the L I 
R R and the various improve- 
ment programs had taken a- 
way much freight business. 





Brentwood 

(continued from page 129) 

Other societies were found- 
ed by men and women, each 
society having its own special 
philosophy of life. The male 
members of one society wore 
long hair and their wives went 
in for what today would be 
called boyish bobs. One society 
is said to have sponsored 
polygamy. In fact, before very 
long Josiah Warren’s philoso- 
phy became lost in a conglo- 
meration of conflicting cults, 
some of which cast undesir- 
able shadows over the fair 
name of Modern Times. In 


1864, therefore, the residents 
assembled and adopted a new 
name for the village. They 
chose Brentwood after a town 
in Essex, England, from 
which some of them hailed. 


This change of name occur- 
red in 1864, towards the close 
of the Civil War in which 
fifteen local residents served 
with the Union forces. One of 
them, George Baxter, was kill- 
ed in battle. He was especially 
missed as he had belonged to 
the Modern Times Brass Band 
before the war, a group which 
toured the island and met 
with great public favor. 

Among the leading resi- 
dents of Modern Times were 
W. U. Dame, Peter I. Blacker, 
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Edward Linton, and Henry 
Edgar, an English lawyer who 
brought a large family, to- 
gether with 300 books with 
which he founded a circulat- 
ing library. He and James D. 
Blacker planted many arbor 
vitae hedges about the village. 


Stephen Pearl Andrews, co- 
founder with Warren of the 
community, was a scientist 
and philologist, while Dr. Ed- 
ward Newberry, the local den- 
tist, went in for phrenology, 
chemistry, botany and geo- 
logy. He and his wife were 
also successful artists. From 
Ohio came Isaac Gibson, a 
Quaker, bringing Mr. and 
Mrs. William Jenkins and 
their two children; also a Mr. 
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I. Harris and a Miss Jenny 
Frantz. This band, traveling 
east in covered wagons, 
brought many small ever 
greens, including pines, which 
years later inspired the name 
of Brentwood - in - the - pines. 
Many still flourish. 

Gradually, as Brentwood 
grew in size and importance, 
Modern Times blended with 
the newcomers. By the turn of 
the century few people remem- 
bered Josiah Warren and his 
strange teachings. Scarcely 
any of the original settlers 
remained by then, having 
either passed to their reward 
or moved away. Today one 
finds little evidence of the 
community’s fantastic begin- 
ning. W. N. Dame’s octagonal 
residence stands on Brent- 
wood road, between Third and 
Fourth avenues. 

On the east side of Brent- 
wood road, opposite the Pres- 
byterian Church, stands the 
old Codman home. It was call- 
ed the Hermitage of the Red 
Owl because of a legend that 
such a bird visited the place 
back in 1877 and held con- 
verse with Codman, who 
claimed that it had identified 
itself as the spirit of a Secato- 
gue chief. The village’s first 
schoolhouse, also octagonal, 
now stands on Second street, 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues, remodeled into a 
dwelling. It was built in 1857. 

There may be other build- 
ings of the early days still 
standing, but we know of 
none. Following the demise of 
the original colony, Brentwood 
became the home of large, at- 
tractive villas, and _ several 
mansions. When in 1896 the 
Sisters of St. Joseph acquired 
some 300 acres on which to 
found the Academy of St. Jo- 
seph, on the property was the 
former mansion of Robert W. 
Pearsall, completed in 1870 
along the lines of a French 
chateau with lofty ceilings and 
inlaid hardwood floors. Pear- 
sall engaged Frederick Law 
Olmstead, who had laid out 
New York’s Central Park, to 
landscape his grounds. 

Also on the Academy’s 300 
acres stood the fabulous Au- 
stral Hotel of 135 rooms, 
erected by a syndicate during 
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“Physical Long Island” 


Its Geology, Archaeology, Beaches, Plains 
and Historic Storms 


More Than 100 Illustrations 
Hard Cover Cloth Bound, $4 Postpaid 


“Colonial Long Island” 


A brief history of the Island's first 250 years 
More 'Than 50 Illustrations 
POSTPAID $2.00 


“Long Island Whalers’ 


The history of whaling by L. I. ships and men for 
more than 200 years, briefly told. Showing the begin- 
ning, the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of 
the industry between the 1640’s and 1870’s. Well illu- 
strated. Postpaid $1. 


“The Thirteen Tribes’ 


Revised and Greatly Enlarged 


A brief account of the names, 
locations, customs, characteristics and 
history of the Long Island Indians. 


Well Illustrated, $1 Postpaid 





Address: 


PAUL BAILEY 
BOX 805, AMITYVILLE, N. Y. 


Note: Bailey’s 2-volume Island History and Historic Long Island 
in Pictures, Prose and Poetry are out of print. 
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Yes ... for pure comfort 
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air you breathe is filtered, 
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rested and refreshed, ready 
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®@ Do you begin to weep and choke-up when the roses bloom? 
@ Does heavy, wet, muggy air make your sinuses scream? 
@ Do you shudder when you remember last summer’s humid nights? 


NOW IS THE TIME TO 
INSTALL AIR CONDITIONING 


. SINGLE ROOM or 
. WHOLE HOUSE CENTRAL 
AIR CONDITIONING 


There's an Air Conditioning System to fit your 
needs. 


LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 
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the 1880’s at a cost of $200,- 
000, which was quite a sum 
in those days. After a brief 
career, the project blew up 
and the hotel stood empty and 
neglected. Nevertheless, the 
Academy put the Pearsall 
mansion and the hotel, as 
well as other buildings on the 
property, to good use. 

Where the Mackay Radio 
Station now stands, to the 
north of the village, was once 
Wildwood, the thousand-acre 
estate of two bachelor 
brothers, Charles and John 
Arbuckle, who bought the land 
and built their rambling coun- 
try home in 1885. The build- 
ing, greatly remodeled, still 
stands at the eastern end of 
Caleb’s Path. 


We are indebted to Verne 
Dyson, Brentwood Village 
Historian and Curator of the 
Walt Whitman Birthplace at 
West Hills, for much of the 
fore-going information. 
Should one visit the interest- 
ing community, Brother Dy- 
son is the right man to con- 
tact to learn more of its his- 
tory. 
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Descendant of Early Settler 
I am a descendant of Peter Hal- 
lock, who landed at Southold in 
1640. My great-grandfather was 
born in Southold, so you see I am 
interested in L. I. history and 
enjoy the Forums. 
Lynn E. Hallock 
Red Creek, N. Y. 
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A Long Time 
I find a month is a long time 
to wait from issue to issue as I 
read them through as soon as 
they arrive. 
Mildred P. Coslick 
Bridgehampton 
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Thanks to Mrs. Henry D. Mills 
of Patchogue, Archibald N. Young 
of Southold, and Mrs. Walter W. 
Voelbel of Sea Cliff. 
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